
New Library World
The Library World Volume 7 Issue 8

Article information:
To cite this document:
, (1905),"The Library World Volume 7 Issue 8", New Library World, Vol. 7 Iss 8 pp. 199
- 228
Permanent link to this document:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/eb009566

Downloaded on: 26 July 2016, At: 01:33 (PT)
References: this document contains references to 0 other documents.
To copy this document: permissions@emeraldinsight.com
The fulltext of this document has been downloaded 16 times since 2006*

Access to this document was granted through an Emerald subscription provided by
emerald-srm:138484 []

For Authors
If you would like to write for this, or any other Emerald publication, then please
use our Emerald for Authors service information about how to choose which
publication to write for and submission guidelines are available for all. Please visit
www.emeraldinsight.com/authors for more information.

About Emerald www.emeraldinsight.com
Emerald is a global publisher linking research and practice to the benefit of society.
The company manages a portfolio of more than 290 journals and over 2,350 books
and book series volumes, as well as providing an extensive range of online products
and additional customer resources and services.

Emerald is both COUNTER 4 and TRANSFER compliant. The organization is a partner
of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) and also works with Portico and the
LOCKSS initiative for digital archive preservation.

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 U

N
IV

E
R

SI
T

Y
 O

F 
B

A
T

H
 A

t 0
1:

33
 2

6 
Ju

ly
 2

01
6 

(P
T

)

http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/eb009566


*Related content and download information correct at time of download.

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 U

N
IV

E
R

SI
T

Y
 O

F 
B

A
T

H
 A

t 0
1:

33
 2

6 
Ju

ly
 2

01
6 

(P
T

)



The Library World 

A Mediutn of Intercommunication 
for Librarians. 

© Emerald Backfiles 2007

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 U

N
IV

E
R

SI
T

Y
 O

F 
B

A
T

H
 A

t 0
1:

33
 2

6 
Ju

ly
 2

01
6 

(P
T

)



© Emerald Backfiles 2007

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 U

N
IV

E
R

SI
T

Y
 O

F 
B

A
T

H
 A

t 0
1:

33
 2

6 
Ju

ly
 2

01
6 

(P
T

)



T H E LIBRARY W O R L D . 201 

WILLIAM EWART, M.P. 
○ ○ ○ 

I N presenting our readers with an illustration of the bust of this 
distinguished philanthropist, we may recall a few particulars of 
his life. 

William Ewart was born near Liverpool in 1798. After being 
educated at Eton, he passed to Christchurch, Oxford, where he took 
his B.A. in 1821. 

After travelling abroad, he was called to the Bar in 1827, and in 
1828 he became a member of Parliament first for Bletchingley, then 
Liverpool, Wigan and the Dumfries Burghs, which last he represented 
for twenty-seven years, retiring in 1868, and dying in 1869. 

His great work was in the first Public Libraries Act, from which 
so much has since grown for the benefit of mankind. 

We are favoured with the following note of the proceedings, on 
December 16th, at the unveiling of the marble bust in the Public 
Library, Great Smith Street, presented to the Westminster City Council 
by Mr. J. Passmore Edwards:— 

The Rev. F. Harcourt Hillersdon, the Chairman of the 
Library Committee, who presided, said that it was fitting that 
such a memorial of Mr. Ewart should be placed in the Great 
Smith Street Library, as this library was the first opened in 
the Metropolis under the Libraries Act of 1855. The Act 
was adopted by the old Westminster Parishes of St. Margaret 
and St. John in 1856, and the Library opened on 10th March, 
1857, in premises on the other side of the street; the present 
building being opened in 1893. 

Mr. Passmore Edwards, in acknowledging the vote of 
thanks moved by Lord Cheylesmore, said that he had had 
many opportunities of co-operating and working with the late 
Mr. Ewart, and he was pleased with the capital likeness that 
the artist had produced. 

The bust is the work of Mr. A. White, and was executed under the 
direction of Mr. Frampton, R.A. 

COMPARATIVE LIBRARY LAW. 
○ ○ ○ 

1. 

ONE of the most familiar axioms which accompanies men through 
the earthly pilgrimage, from the dawn of their intelligence till 
darkness once more envelopes them, is the universal insistence 

on the power of knowledge. ' 'Knowledge is Power'' says the copy
book, the schoolmaster, the preacher, and even the man-in-the-street; 
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202 T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 

and there are also laws which insist upon the pursuit of knowledge 
being one of the chief duties of citizenship. To be " in the know" is 
considered a title to distinction among the non-intellectual vulgar, and 
on every side, and in every condition of human life, knowledge is 
worshipped as a kind of mysterious and dread power, second in 
importance only to the principle of life itself. In these circumstances, 
it may be assumed that there is considerable interest connected with 
the subject of knowledge, and that some weight should attach to this 
modest attempt to examine what is being done in the higher official 
world to recognize the claims of a power so universally acclaimed and 
approved. 

Knowledge may be considered as existing only in two chief places 
—Memory and Books, and, as regards permanency of record, it may be 
assumed that only the written and printed word can be accepted as of 
lasting value. It follows, therefore, that books, whether inscribed, 
written or printed, form the sole permanent repository of the world's 
knowledge, and that, in consequence, they are the most valuable and 
important productions of the human mind. This may be illustrated in 
many ways. For instance,—if all the lawyers, doctors, betting-men, 
licensed victuallers, stock-brokers, kings, nobles and politicians in 
the world were drowned, there might be a little disorder for a 
while, but in a short time everything would be adjusted, and the 
world would wag on as usual. Now, if all the books were des
troyed, and the press was completely suppressed for even one week, 
the world would have to face a calamity compared to which the 
loss of certain classes of men would be a mere bagatelle, and which 
would only be equalled in disastrous consequences by the withdrawal of 
the sun or the atmosphere from the earth. This is not a philosophical 
treatise, and no attempt can be made to explain why and how, certain 
classes of men, and forms of human industry, have usurped the leading 
places in the minds of men, to the exclusion of the much more im
portant factor of recorded knowledge. Nevertheless, the fact remains, 
that books are often regarded as playthings, while vulgar politicians or 
fashionable sportsmen are allowed to fill the public eye and, perhaps, 
also the judicial records, to the exclusion of more important and 
lasting interests. 

This complaint is not unreasonable, when it is considered how 
indifferent the various States of the world have been towards the pres
ervation of knowledge as recorded in books. There are plenty of laws 
(preserved in books) for the regulation of books and libraries, and in 
recent times, at any rate in the United States, library legislation has 
bulked nearly as largely as statute-making in the interests of commercial 
trusts, or legislation devoted to patching-up the bad or effete laws of the 
past. But the general tendency of all legislation in regard to libraries 
is mean and cheese-paring in the extreme. The axiom " Knowledge is 
power" may make a phantom appearance somewhere during the course 
of these legislative efforts, but on every side is to be seen a frantic 
endeavour to have it on the cheap. " Let us encourage books, and 
reading, and learning"—say our law-makers, "but, for Heaven's sake, 
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T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 203 

keep down the rates, and let us spend as little treasure as possible!" 
All over the world may be witnessed the pitiful spectacle of legislation 
running riot on such appalling trivialities as the pattern of soldiers' 
tunic-buttons, the bolstering up of beer-shops, the marking of dogs' 
collars, or the branding of soap or sheep, while all the time knowledge, 
that sacred thing which it is theoretically the correct thing to worship 
and uphold, is neglected and starved. While legislators are fooling 
around with all kinds of petty amendments of laws for the protection of 
select uades, or the exploitation of other people's pockets in the interests 
of certain coteries or classes, it is being completely forgotten that 
armies, navies, law, church, commerce, and practically everything else 
which goes towards the structure of our complex modern life, would 
fall to pieces if books were suddenly withdrawn from use, and the whole 
record of human history and achievements rendered ineffective for 
consultation. This is the first point which it is necessary to make in 
connection with library legislation, as it shows, in very few words, the 
importance of the subject, and brings home clearly the absolute 
necessity for books in every department of life. 

The general trend of library legislation throughout the world, so 
far as it has been possible to examine it, may be summed up as exhib
iting a policy of grudge and limitation. No government has fully 
realized the enormous value of books and their importance to the 
public, the consequence being that, in all countries, no statutes are to be 
found save those of a purely permissive character. Each Legislature 
has elected to delegate its responsibility to some other authority, local 
or other, and in no single case, even in France, where the State acts as 
the central controlling power for most libraries, is there any attempt at 
effective governmental administration, coupled with liberal and adequate 
support. As this survey proceeds these facts will emerge more 
prominently, and it will be realized that most Governments have 
adopted a luke-warni attitude towards libraries and books, regardless 
of their value as repositories of the principal apparatus of knowledge 
and record. 

T H E B R I T I S H E M P I R E . 

The various laws which have been made throughout the British 
Empire in connection with libraries and books, present an interesting 
study, and form a theme capable of very extended treatment. Perhaps 
the earliest example of State control of literature is to be found in the 
Proclamation or Ordinance of Henry VIII . , in 1537, by which the 
clergy were instructed to provide a "book of the whole Bible to be set 
up in some convenient place within the church where the parishioners 
may the most commodiously resort to read it." The cost of providing 
these public Bibles was to be borne rateably by the parson and the 
parishioners, and thus a precedent was created for future legislation. 
Nearly all the chained bibles which were in this way supplied to churches, 
have disappeared, and the episode is only mentioned as a convenient 
starting place for this inquiry. 
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204 T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 

The central authorities at all times have favoured some species of 
exaction, and having exploited the poor parsons in the matter of public 
bibles, there is no doubt that publishers were considered fair game by 
several of the Licensers of Printing, encouraged as they were by the 
Government. At any rate, the Sedition Act of " 14 Charles II., c. 3 3 " — 
1662, is the fust instance in this country of the Government deliberately 
taxing a small section of the community in the interests of knowledge 
—or, in other words, fostering literature or libraries in the cheapest 
possible manner. This act of 1662, which was continued till 1695, 
provided for three copies of every new book published in Britain being 
sent to the Company of Stationers, who had to distribute them as 
follows:—one copy to the Royal Library, and one each to the Univer
sities of Oxford and Cambridge. The main object of the regulation 
was, of course, to establish a kind of legalized press censorship. From 
this germ grew the modern Copyright Acts, beginning in 1709-10, and 
many times amended, and probably yet to be further amended. Now, 
under Copyright Acts in all countries, Governments have provided for 
a certain amount of preservation of knowledge, by making it compulsory 
for publishers (and incidentally authors) to deposit copies of all new 
books in certain selected libraries, there to be conserved for the use of 
nobody-in-particular. To many minds the exactions of the Copyright 
Laws are regarded as a species of State Brigandage, especially as no 
return or protection is afforded to publishers or authors. It has 
been asked why all inventors and producers are not taxed in a similar 
fashion, and why the State does not make regulations for the preserva
tion of other things besides books. These are conundrums which 
cannot be answered here, and are simply stated in order to make it 
more evident that the care of central Governments for the preservation 
of knowledge is regulated, almost entirely, by considerations of cost. 
On the other side, it may be assumed that the victimized publishers 
(and incidentally, of course, authors) have their reward in the 
consciousness of doing more for the preservation of knowledge than any 
single government or any other section of the people. Returning to 
Queen Anne's Copyright Act of 1709, the main point to be noted is 
that Parliament resolved to do something bold on behalf of knowledge, 
and in the interests of certain libraries, by requiring nine free copies of 
every new book to be sent by the publisher to the Stationers' Company 
for distribution as follows:— 

One copy to the Royal Library 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 

„ 

„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 

„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 

University of Oxford 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 
„ 

„ Cambridge 
„ Edinburgh 
„ Glasgow 
„ Aberdeen 
,, St. Andrews 

Advocates' Library, Edinburgh 
Sion College, London. 

In this deal, Scotland came off remarkably well, and no doubt it 
would be considered one of the disastrous consequences of the Legisla-
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T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 205 

tive Union some years earlier! At any rate, this remained the law, 
ignoring various unimpoitant amendments, till 1801, when 41 George 
III., c. 107 extended the Copyright Acts over the United Kingdom and 
increased the requisitioned free copies of new books from nine to eleven, 
by adding Trinity College and King's Inns Libraries, Dublin, to the 
privileged Institutions. Naturally rows and protests were plentiful. 
Parliamentary Commissions sat to adjust differences, and generally 
ended by affirming their belief in the justice of preserving Knowledge 
at the expense of a few hundred publishers and authors. In 1814, 
however, by 54 George III, c. 156 the privileged libraries were 
required to send written demands for copies of the new books they 
wanted, and this would no doubt result in some measure of relief to the 
publishers of school primers and other cheap and unexciting works ! 
In 1835, the burden of presenting free copies of new books was 
considerably lessened by 5 and 6 William IV., c. 110, which 
commuted the privilege for an annual subsidy as regards the following 
libraries:— 

Edinburgh University 
Glasgow-
Aberdeen „ 
St. Andrews „ 
King's Inns, Dublin 
Sion College, London 

£575 per annum 
707 
320 
630 
433 
363 

Here, again, the Scot scored against the Sassenach, and these 
annual ransoms, or payments, from the consolidated funds of the 
Kingdom, may be regarded as the first real contributions of the Stale 
towards the preservation of knowledge; if we except grants made to 
more strictly national institutions. The weak part of the bargain 
exists in the fact that, in relieving the oppressed Publishers, nothing was 
done to secure the public use of collections of books thus largely 
supported by the ratepayers. Without special introductions, payment 
of fees or other influences, no taxpayer may reckon upon a cordial 
reception at any of the six aforementioned libraries. Indeed, the pro
babilities are that his application for knowledge-hunting facilities, would 
be received with a frigidity in which no suggestion would appear of the 
handsome sums paid by the public towards the support of these libraries. 

Leaving this aspect of the State's interest in the support of libraries, 
the more direct efforts of Parliament in the work of preserving know
ledge may be considered. It has been shown that various royal 
libraiies were enriched by means of a genial application of the 
Parliamentary screw, so that in course of time, such accumulations 
became large and valuable. For many years these collections remained 
the private property of the successive monarchs, but after the formation 
of the British Museum they became national property, and the privilege 
of receiving free copies of new books under Copyright Acts, went with 
them. But before this took place, Parliament had spent a little money 
in acquiring books, by passing the Act—12 and 13 William III., 1700 
—for preserving the Cottonian Library " for public use and advantage." 
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2o6 T H E LIBRARY W O R L D . 

This was followed up by " 5 Anne, c. 30, 1707," An Act for the better 
securing of Her Majesty's purchase of Cotton House in Westminster "; 
and all this work was consolidated by the important statute constituting 
the British Museum. This was promulgated as " 26 George II., c. 22, 
1753. An Act for the purchase of the Museum or collection of Sir Hans 
Sloane, and of the Harleian Collection of Manuscripts, and for providing 
one general repository for the better reception and more convenient use of 
the said collections, and of the Cottonian Library, and of the additions 
thereto." This Act includes financial provisions for the. raising of 
funds by means of a lottery! The British Museum has passed 
through many vicissitudes since 1753, and it has been enriched 
from time to time by accessions of all kinds of private collections, 
which were acquired under various special Acts of Parliament. It 
was not till 1807, however, that Parliamentary grants were made 
for the purchase of books, but in this year the system was com
menced by the acquisition of the Lansdowne MSS., at the expense 
of the State. According to Edward Edwards' Memoirs of Libraries, 
Parliament contributed less than £500 a year to the British Museum 
during the first sixty years of its existence, for the acquisition of printed 
or other knowledge, a statement which, if true, confirms once more the 
contention that governments like to encourage learning with the least 
possible expenditure of money. Even now, the British Museum is 
maintained on a very parsimonious scale as compared with the 
Congressional Library at Washington, and it will never reach the 
highest standard of efficiency in administration, and ability to meet a 
much wider public demand, unless the annual appropriation is doubled. 

The other libraries maintained by the State are chiefly of a depart
mental character, that is to say, they are costly collections of books on 
special subjects formed for the exclusive use of a few officials. To them 
the public have no right of access, and the books are, therefore, to 
a great extent, so much lumber. The large libraries of the India 
and Colonial Offices, the Admiralty, War Office, Foreign Office, and 
other Government departments, are of this very exclusive official nature, 
and their importance from the public point of view is consequently nil. 
But there are several other State-supported libraries which are more 
liberally and intelligently administered, such as those of the Patent 
Office, London, and the National Library of Ireland, Dublin, both 
establishments in which knowledge is collected and also dispensed. 
The only question which arises in connection with British State libraries 
is whether such institutions, supported entirely by the taxpayers, should 
not be open to the general public under such regulations as may be 
necessary. It is illogical, on the face of it, to restrict admission to the 
Art and Science Libraries at South Kensington to students who pay 
fees, while the Patent Office Library, an institution which stands in the 
same relationship to the public, and is a Government department, is 
open, without the slightest formality, to anyone who likes to use it. 
But it is useless pursuing the theme of the stupidity and general cuss-
edness of British Government Officialdom, and the question of public 
rights in regard to State libraries of all kinds may be left to ripen in the 
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T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 207 

future. The important point is that knowledge is being stored in 
various special directions by the State, in a blundering, unsystematic 
kind of a way, and this may be regarded as compensation for other 
shortcomings. 

(To be continued.) 

WAS OMAR KHAYYAM A LIBRARIAN? 
By S. T. EWART. 

○ ○ ○ 

TH A T our profession knows nothing of its greatest men I am firmly 
convinced. And I am not alone in this conviction. On the 
contrary, many of the members of the Library Assistants' 

Association agree with me very heartily. I do not intend, however, to 
expatiate upon professional neglect—of the present day, at anyrate—but 
merely to bring forward the claim of a hitherto unrecognised pioneer of 
the Public Library movement. It is certainly remarkable that for so 
long a time Omar Khayyam has escaped notice, for not only did he fore
cast many of the latest library " inventions" and "developments," but 
he evidently had pretty strong opinions about them. By-the-way, before 
going any further, let me beg of those who may be offended at the 
aforesaid strong opinions to remember that " old Khayyám" was 
notoriously bibulous, and that they are probably but the effect of 
something still stronger. But to proceed. Omar was evidently a 
prophet of no mean order, for does not his reference to " the two-and-
seventy jarring sects" accurately describe the present state of 
librarianship, when every individual library is run on the best possible 
lines—according to every individual chief—and nobody misses a chance 
of acting as show man to his own pet ideas ? That Omar was also an 
inventor, and one who tried, unsuccessfully, to push his wares among 
his confrères, may be deduced from his lament— 

" Indeed, the Idols I have loved so long 
Have done my credit in this World much wrong." 

If this isn't the wail of a disappointed inventor of commercial 
instincts, I don't know what it is. 

Leaving generalities, let us see what he thought about some of the 
special phases of library work. It is a well known phenomenon in the 
evolution of a librarian that a period of enthusiasm precedes the 
attainment of librarianship. In passing, it may be remarked that this 
enthusiasm is usually left behind, with the paste-pot and punctuality of 
the lower orders, on reaching that coveted estate. However, bearing 
this phenomenon in mind, it is easily understood why at the monthly 
meetings of the Library Association, most of the work is done not by 
members but by the associates. Whether or not this work is productive 
of much result was evidently a matter of grave doubt in the mind of 

© Emerald Backfiles 2007

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 U

N
IV

E
R

SI
T

Y
 O

F 
B

A
T

H
 A

t 0
1:

33
 2

6 
Ju

ly
 2

01
6 

(P
T

)



208 T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 

Omar, for hear what he says on the subject:— 
" Myself, when young, did eagerly frequent 

Doctor and Saint, and heard great argument 
About it and about: but evermore 
Came out by the same door where in I went " 

It is somewhat figurative, but the meaning is clear. Notwithstanding 
my previous assertion, all librarians do not lose all their enthusiasm, 
and this fact has not escaped the astronomer poet. After, no doubt, 
drawing a graphic mind-picture of some poor enthusiast with advanced 
ideas being appointed to control the literary destinies of Little-Bunkum-
on-the-Mud, and imagining this enthusiast toiling for years without 
arousing the local populace to a sense of their duty, he breaks forth in 
his usual figurative way:— 

" When all the Temple is prepared within, 
Why nods the drowsy Worshipper outside ' " 

There is infinite pathos in these lines, yet some cannot see it. I pointed 
out the story of the local enthusiast one day to a well-known librarian, 
and called his attention to the fact that such cases are by no means 
uncommon at the present time, and the reply I recehed was: "Why 
doesn't he buy more Corelli?" 

Like most present-day librarians, Omar had to undergo the long 
drawn out agonies of an opening ceremony. Just as at the opening 
ceremonies of to-day some successful local cheesemonger, who knows 
as much about books and libraries as he does of Omar Khayyam, is 
selected to pour his prosy platitudes by the hour into the ears of the 
suffering multitude (who most likely want him to " buck up and let us 
get at the spread.") so in Omar's day things must have been similar. 
He does not actually say so, but we can imagine the relief with which 
he hands over to the local big-wig 

" A key, 
That shall unlock the Door he howls without." 

Would that Omar were alive to day and still had the courage to put his 
opinions into print. 

However, Omar was not always a librarian. Before he reached 
that position of delightful irresponsibility he must have been a borrower. 
If this were not so, how otherwise could he have given us that marvel
lous picture of an indicator:— 

" There was the Door to which I found no Key: 
There was the Veil through which I might not see." 

No description of the indicator, however long, has summed up that 
instrument of torture so accurately and clearly as these two lines. If 
no other portion of his writings had survived, these two lines would 
have sufficed to earn for him the respect of every librarian. Open 
access was Omar's system, and we note his indignant line:— 

" They sneer at me for leaning all awry." 
" They " evidently refers to the indicator party—one of his "two-and-
seventy jarring sects "—and his surprise at such a pitiful trumped-up 
argument is surely plain. 
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T H E LIBRARY W O R L D . 209 
In view of the controversy regarding the utility of the newsroom, 

Omar's opinion is valuable, though he considers it from a different 
standpoint to the modern librarian:— 

"'Tis but a Tent where takes his one day's rest." 
Who takes his "one day's rest"? The answer is obvious: the wanderer, 
the tramp, the loafer, the—but it is needless to mention the others. 
Omar thinks it is of some use if it serves as a tent for the tentless, but 
the modern librarian looks upon it as a reading-room not a retiring 
room; and besides, the "one day's rest" has become an "every day's 
rest." 

Even Lord Rosebery's recent speech at West Calder has not 
altogether escaped " old Khayyam's" eye. It will be remembered that 
Lord Rosebery pointed out the need of someone to "act the part of 
the muezzin on the tower of the mosque, summoning faithful Moham
medans to prayer—" one who should raise his voice and recall the 
names of good books and good authors which stood in danger of being 
forgotten." Well, Omar, gazing into the future tells us:— 

" A Muezzin from the Tower of Darkness cries." 

Quite amusin', isn't it ? At present we can but conjecture what is meant 
by the "Tower of Darkness." Somehow the British Museum persists 
in coming to mind, but even that institution does not seem inclined, at 
present, to take any part in such menial work as guiding the people. 

Be that as it may, enough has been said to show that Omar 
Khayyam has a real claim to be considered one of the first of the great 
library thinkers whose traditions are so ably maintained to-day. In 
conclusion, let "me appeal that, when the new Act is passed, and 
librarians are all rolling in wealth, a memorial may be erected worthy 
of our profession, and of Omar's great genius. 

INDICATORS v. CARD CHARGING: 
THEIR COMPARATIVE COST. 

By WILLIAM J. HARRIS, Stroud Green Public Library, Honisey. 
○ ○ ○ 

THE two most prominent questions that have been exciting the 
minds of librarians of Public Libraries during the past few years, 
have unquestionably been the Safeguarded Open-Access System 

and Close Classification. The one suggests at once the other, and 
each is more or less complementary, therefore, in speaking of one, the 
other is inferred, for, in application, they are almost synonymous. 

The ideas of the younger school of librarians have enormously 
influenced and educated public and professional opinion in certain 
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210 T H E LIBRARY W O R L D . 

directions, and there is, consequently, a feverish haste in nearly all 
Public Libraries to throw open their reference departments to the 
general public, and secure thereby at least a semblance of public favour, 
and a share in the general approbation, professional and otherwise, 
which this liberal recognition of public rights always evokes. As I have 
said elsewhere, " what the public demands to-day the librarian must 
concede to-morrow," and, in the future, the question of policy or system 
will not be left entirely in the hands of the librarian, however capable 
he may be, but will be decided by the public or their representatives. 
The enlightened views of many library authorities, and the trouble they 
are now taking to investigate the true nature and educational value of 
the various systems of library management, are among the most inter
esting phenomena in the library practice of recent years. 

The view may, therefore, be pretty safely accepted that "we believe 
the Safeguarded Open-Access System to be the system of the future," 
considering that this sentiment has been so frequently and fervently 
stated by numerous candidates for library appointments during the past 
few years. 

With these preliminaries, I propose to discuss a convention 
which has arisen in British libraries, because its abolition or revision 
depends more or less upon a liberal measure of shelf access, and my 
endeavour will be to examine the question of Indicators v. Card 
Charging more from the economic standpoint than from that of policy 
or advantage. 

In surveying the various systems of issuing books used in the 
libraries of the world, the fact very prominently intrudes itself that the 
Indicator method is, with but few exceptions, confined to British 
libraries. Why is it? The United States will have none of it. Our 
colonies have yet to be converted, and in other countries the device is 
simply a puzzling curiosity. My solution of the enigma is, that it has 
been largely a case of the blind leading the blind. The various Indi
cators have been adroitly advertised; their appeal has been strong to 
the lazy, old-time librarian; and their value has been so greatly boomed 
by such rule-of-thumb librarians, that until recent years they have 
been considered a prime necessity. British conservatism is doubtless 
responsible for further bolstering up the Indicator System and giving 
it a kind of fashionable vogue. 

Library authorities are well-advised when they take the trouble to 
investigate the merits of every system of issuing books, before adopting 
the Indicator method, simply because it happens to be well-advertised. 
It is an expensive article to instal and also to remove, and when, with 
increasing years and increasing books it grows to ungovernable 
proportions, the difficulty of providing sufficient space for its expansion 
and manipulation is enormously increased. This difficulty most of the 
large indicator libraries are either experiencing, to their sorrow, or 
anticipating with dismay. 

The main point, however, that I desire to raise, is the comparative 
cost of the Indicator, as this is, or should be, one of the chief factors in 
determining its installation in new buildings. 
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The cost of an Indicator is approximately ££6 per 1000 numbers. 
In considering this question, however, the cost of the Indicator is, un
fortunately, not the only item in the bill of costs. It takes 5-ft., of 
counter to carry effectively 4,000 Indicator numbers, and the cost of a 
good counter is about £2 per foot run. In addition to this, some 
little decoration in the form of a frame for the Indicator is usually 
considered necessary; in fact in many libraries I could mention, 
gorgeous frames have been erected, equalling in cost quite 50 % of 
the Indicator itself. I therefore arrive at these factors. To instal an 
Indicator for 20,000 volumes, allowing two 5-ft. service spaces for the 
exchange of books, it would cost approximately as follows:— 

Cost of Indicators for 20,000 numbers @ £6 per 

>! 

" 

1000 numbers 
Counter, 35-ft. long (minimum length) @ £ 2 

per foot 
Fitting Indicator in frame (plain finish) @ £1 

per foot 

£ 
1 2 0 

70 

25 

215 

s. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The cost of a Card Charging System, similar to those used in 
Safeguarded Open-Access Libraries would be a maximum of 30s., per 
1000 numbers. This includes all accessories as trays, guides, &c. 

Cost of Card Charging System for 20,000 @ 30s. per 
1000 numbers 

„ Counter (no fitting of system required) 24-ft. 
@ £2 per foot 

£ 
3° 
48 

78 

s. 

0 

0 

0 

d. 

0 

0 

0 

Therefore, on a library of 20,000 volumes there is a net saving of 
£137, and this is a minimum estimate, and does not reckon Indicator 
accessories, of which there are many, such as trays for issues, date 
slides, blinds, indicator keys and various other contrivances. Were 
these considered in the estimate for an Indicator installation, the cost 
would be much in excess of the figures given above. 

In view of these facts it is obvious that all library authorities 
should very seriously consider the question of issue methods and 
library policy before tying themselves to a system which is not only 
expensive, but which may have to be abandoned in a short time when 
its inconveniences are discovered. More particularly is to be depre
cated the folly of library authorities in small places with limited means, 
spending money in the provision of an expensive and obstructive 
machine for the mere sake of recording a daily issue of 50 volumes! 
The presence of indicators in small libraries is one of the most extra
ordinary features of English library management, and emphasizes my 
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statement that it is merely a case of the blind leading the blind, or, just 
as likely, an example of that spirit of emulation which moves people to 
imitation of their neighbours. To sum up as regards the comparative 
economy of Indicators versus Card Charging, it appears plain that, if 
Open Shelves plus Card Charging are adopted, several very important 
savings are effected. First, as I have shown above, £137 is saved in 
the initial cost of furnishing. Second, this £137 may be regarded as 
an insurance against loss of books for over sixty years, because, if the 
annual loss is £2 (and very few safe guarded open access libraries lose 
as much), it follows that it will take sixty-eight years to work off the 
amount which might have been sunk in the purchase of an Indicator. 
In other ways the saving can be shown as a distinct gain to the library, 
as £137 saved on indicator means at least 822 books added to stock, 
and this is an important consideration in a new library. Again, with 
an indicator, every book added costs nearly 1½d. for indicator space, 
besides which, in a classified indicator, large sections must be left at the 
end of every main class, which cost money, and may lie useless perhaps 
for years. Another very important point is this. In indicator libraries, 
at least one more assistant is necessary for carrying on the work. In 
some cases, duly set forth in reports and Greenwood's Library Year-
Book, it appears that in many indicator libraries, nearly twice as many 
assistants are employed as there are in open shelf libraries, doing as 
much, or even more work. Here, then, is a serious leakage of public 
money in the provision of unnecessary labour, and I have indicated a 
way in which economies can be effected in the working of libraries 
supported on limited incomes. 

It is not necessary to pursue this theme further, and if young 
librarians will give a little study to the facts and factors above recorded, 
it may have a healthy effect in saving them from the tame and unenter
prising policy of following blindly and without independent enquiry, 
the older and more conventional sheep of the profession. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY LECTURESHIPS. 
By H. A. C. SAMPSON. 

○ ○ ○ 

TH E speech of Mr. John Morley at Plumstead, at the opening of 
the Public Library, once more drew public attention to a 
regrettable state of things existing in most institutions of a 

similar nature. The annual reports of the many libraries up and down 
the country are at one with Mr. Morley in regretting the huge call for 
light reading in preference to works of a more substantial character. 
Librarians are always glad to be able to report any improvement in 
this matter, but no one, as far as I know, has, as yet, suggested any way 
of lifting the tastes of readers to a higher level. 

The fact of the matter is that the Public Library as it stands at 
present is a very much over-estimated benefit to the community. The 
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avowed object of the various donors of libraries, is the education of the 
people. Mr. Carnegie, attributing his success in life to access to a 
private library in his youth, now does his best for other young men by 
making libraries free to all. There are two or three errors in the 
system however. The library of Mr. Carnegie's youth was small but 
well chosen. It consisted of books which were calculated to improve 
and strengthen the mind, and the librarian was a man who, knowing 
the value of each volume from personal experience, was able to direct 
the reading of his young friends in the way likely to be most useful to 
each of them. The library of five or ten thousand volumes is a very 
different matter. The librarian, however-well read or highly educated, 
has neither time nor authority to control the issue of books and the 
borrower must make what selection he can from the titles in the 
catalogue. 

To say that a Public Library is an educative force is, therefore, 
begging the question. Imagine a school run on similar lines! Five 
thousand volumes, comprising, Geography, Arithmetic, Red Indian 
tales, Euclid, W. H. G. Kingston, Latin Grammar and Talbot Baines 
Reed. Announce in the local paper that this great educational centre 
will be available to the youth of the town, and that books will be 
supplied on application to the librarian—an ex-postman. What 
possible advance could take place in the education of the boy 
borrowers? Yet the Public Libraries, intended to educate those whose 
education in youth was not exactly completed, are run on precisely 
similar lines—the accessibility of text-books is expected to ensure an 
advancement of learning. 

In the place of the light reading, which Mr. Morley regretted, he 
suggested the study of Byron, just as though a man should tell the 
borrowers in the school library outlined above, to drop Red Indians and 
go in for Euclid. T h e advice would be sound enough, but unless a 
boy could be convinced that Euclid was more useful and more 
necessary and—in the end—more entertaining, than Red Indians, I 
very much doubt whether he would make the exchange. 

The conclusion naturally arrived at is that libraries, to educate and 
instruct, must possess educators and instructors as well as text-books. 
I would suggest to philanthropists, therefore, that a lectureship endow
ment be included in their gifts and legacies. The plan of working 
would be as follows. 

A central examining body, in connection say with the University 
of London, should be empowered to grant " Library Lectureship Cer
tificates " to approved applicants after examination. The examinations 
to be according to a syllabus drawn up and issued yearly by authorities 
of the University. The syllabus should cover subjects such as are best 
suited to the needs of the time, and candidates might be permitted to 
choose from an optional portion of it such parts as possess a special 
reference to their districts. The certificates might be granted to cover 
a period of twelve months, or, with a more comprehensive examination, 
five years. 
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Holders of these diplomas could then be engaged, by the local 
Library authorities, to give lectures on subjects calculated to arouse 
and maintain an intelligent interest in the books in the library. This 
should be the one aim of the lectures—they may touch any subject 
whether it be literary, scientific, topical, political, or technical but the 
further study of the said subject must be available—the lecturer must 
introduce his hearers to the pleasures of the library. 

The lecturers would be appointed for one session. During the 
session they should deliver one or more independent lecture, or a 
series of three or four. Any lecturer proving himself inefficient would 
not of course be engaged for another session and would not, unless he 
wished, undergo the qualifying examination. All lecturers should be 
residents within the radius of the library authority. An endowment of 
one thousand pounds at 3 % would provide a lecturer's fee of a guinea 
a week for six months, and leave £2 14s. od. for the printing of a 
syllabus. 

A Library Lectureship would be a coveted distinction among young 
professional, men of a town, schoolmasters and the like. Besides 
the mental training necessary to pass the examinations, the position 
would carry with it opportunities for influence and advancement at 
present unobtainable. Both lecturer and lectured would thus benefit 
by a scheme which would, at the same time, lift the library to the level 
of a useful institution. Readers might in time learn to prefer Byron or 
Ruskin or Herbert Spencer to Mrs. Henry Wood or similar sensation
alists. " W e needs must love the highest when we see it"—give 
everyone a chance of seeing it. 

LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS. 
○ ○ ○ 

[Special notes of general interest are invited for this department.] 

Balbriggan, Ireland.—Dr. Carnegie eulogized the plans for this 
library thus: " a model building in regard to the accommodation it 
gives and the way it is arranged." Mr. G. L O'Connor, the architect, 
may well be proud of this commendation. 
Bridgend.— Lord Dunraven has. offered to defray three-fourths of the 
price of land bought of him for library purposes, and there will be little 
difficulty in raising the remaining fourth to enable the Council to take 
advantage of Dr. Carnegie's offer of £2,000 for the cost of building. 

Brierley Hill.—The Public Library has cost £1,021 more than the 
£2 ,000 given by Dr. Carnegie, who is to be appealed to for a further 
contribution. 
Coventry.—The late Mr. John Gulson, for nearly half a century a 
member of the Council, has bequeathed £500 to the Public Library, 
and many valuable books, etchings, & c , to the care of the city fathers. 
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THE other day the Croydon Central Library was the scene of an 
interesting ceremony, when Mr. Walter Cook, for some years an 
assistant there, resigned his position to take up another in the Kimberley 
Public Library. Mr. Cook, who is a very energetic and enterprising 
assistant, and very popular both with his colleagues and the public, 
and who has been forced to take this step through ill health, was the 
recipient of a handsome presentation from the Croydon staff. We hope 
he will be successful in his new sphere, and give him our heartiest good 
wishes. 
Croydon now possesses an organized system of libraries for elementary 
schools, provided by the Education Committee, and administered by 
the Chief Librarian under the general control of a School Libraries 
Sub-Committee, on which are representatives of the Education and 
Libraries Committees and of the Head Teachers. Each of the 
Elementary Schools in the borough, provided and non-provided, has 
received a collection of books for circulation among the scholars in 
standards iv and upwards (at present). The initial stock consists of 
about 2,500 volumes, which have been divided, proportionately to the 
number of children, among the fifty-seven elementary boys' and girls' 
schools in Croydon. The collections are small, not sufficient to meet 
the demands it is expected the boys and girls will make upon them; 
but this will be remedied in the course of time, as each section will be 
added to yearly. During the summer holidays the books will be re
turned to the Central Public Library for examination and repairs, and 
will again be sent out, but not to the same schools. By this means an 
entirely new selection of books will come within reach of the children 
every year. A simple method of charging has been adopted. A 
special school libraries assistant is employed to attend to the general 
details of the work. The actual arranging and issuing of books to the 
children is done by a school librarian appointed by the Head Teacher. 

Darlaston.—There must be something wrong in the arrangements of 
the Public Library of this Midland town, as a councillor recently 
expressed the hope that, before more books were added, the library 
would be improved, as at present it was not fit to enter. 

Glasgow, Anderston.—This District Library, opened in part on 
December 21st, is now in full work, the lending library having been 
organized and completed. To the left of the main entrance is a general 
reading room, for papers, magazines, and books, with open cases for 
books of reference. A room for ladies is opposite this, and at the 
back, facing the entrance, is the lending library of some 10,000 volumes. 
Juvenile readers are provided for on the upper floor. It is claimed that 
Glasgow will soon have the most complete system of Public Libraries in 
the Kingdom. 

Haslingden.—The trustees of the Institute have sold the building to the 
Corporation for Public Library purposes. Dr. Carnegie is providing 
£2,500 of the purchase money. 
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Haworth.—There seems to be a sum of £500 in the hands of the 
Mechanics' Institute which is not utilized. The proposal to add this 
sum to the fund for the Public Library appeared likely to wreck the 
building scheme, for the trustees of the Institute required the fulfilment 
of certain conditions which did not meet with the approval of the 
Haworth District Council. The difficulty is likely to be overcome, and, 
if so, this sum added to the £1,500, promised some years since by Dr. 
Carnegie, will enable the Council to start the building forthwith. 

Horbury.—The Wakefield Express of January 7th, contained an 
illustration of the new Public Library at Horbury. The building 
appears to be eminently suitable for the purpose and is unostentatious 
in design. Mr. B. Watson, of Batley, is the architect. 
Kingston-on-Thames.—At a meeting of the Architectural Association 
Mr. Maurice B. Adams paid a graceful compliment to Mr. Alfred Cox 
by saying " His design for the Kingston Library, accepted in preference 
to my own, . . . makes a very admirable building." 
Kinross, N.B.—A new Public Library is to be erected at Kinross 
from plans by Mr. Peter L. Henderson, Edinburgh. The building is 
in two stories, the upper flat containing a house for the librarian, and a 
museum, while on the ground floor are—on the left of the entrance, a 
lending library for 6,500 volumes; on the right a reading room, and at 
the back a hall to accommodate 160 persons, with retiring room, 
lavatories, &c. At the back of the hall is a small gallery, to accommo
date about 30 persons. The front is a simple treatment in Scotch 
stonework, with a battlement tower in the centre bearing an inscription 
tablet, and flanked on the one side with a crow-stepped gable, and on 
the other with a pavilion roof and dormer.—The Builder. 

Knutsford.—Mr. George Milner, M.A., opened the Library on 
December 31st, in the presence of a crowded meeting, when the 
generosity of Dr. Carnegie, who gave £1,580, the cost of building, and 
of Mr. George Holt, who presented the site, were duly acknowledged. 
Paisley.—The new wing of the Public Library and Museum buildings 
is to be devoted wholly to library purposes. A top-lighted reading room 
is on the ground floor, while accommodation for lady readers, and a 
juvenile room, are provided above. 
Plumstead.—Good illustrations of Mr. Frank Sumner's plans for this 
recently opened libraiy, appeared in The Surveyor of December 30th. 
Rawtenstall .—The Builders' Journal, December 28th, contained a 
small but striking view of the selected design for the Public Library and 
Municipal Buildings. Messrs.. Crouch and Butler and R. Savage are 
the architects. 
Shipley.—A Public Library was opened on January 2nd, when the 
first borrower (Mr. Joseph Midgley, a councillor), was served with a 
book from the lending department. There are at present 11,000 
volumes in this library which is the successor to the Saltaire Library. 
The Carnegie Library in Leeds Road is to be built forthwith. 
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Southend.—The action of the Council in deciding to erect a Public 
Library has called forth much stormy opposition in the Press, and at a 
meeting held at Westcliff it was declared that the initial cost would be 
at least £5,000 in excess of Dr. Carnegie's gift of £8,000, involving a 
heavy burden on the rates. 
Stepney.—The arrangements allowing poor children to study their 
evening lessons in warm rooms of the Borough Libraries instead of in 
the too-often cold, comfortless, and dirty surroundings of their homes, 
is apparently much appreciated by the little ones. 
Stratford-on-AYon.—We congratulate Mr. E. G. Holtom upon his 
adaptation of the fifteenth century house in Henley Street to the 
purposes of a Public Library, and feel convinced that his picturesque 
design will appeal even to those who have so strenuously opposed the 
scheme on the ground that it was destructive of a memorial of Shake
speare's days. A totally mistaken notion, for all that was visible to the 
passer-by was an ugly brick facing wall, erected in the eighteenth 
century, with a crockery shop beneath ! This sham facing has been 
removed, and a facing in character with the ancient timber work 
behind, erected in its place. The Building News of January 13th 
gives not only Mr. Holtom's elevation and interior adaptation, but 
shows, by photography, the original timber framing which is now 
incorporated in the building. 

Tipton.—Operations have been commenced on the buildings for a 
Public Library which, it is anticipated, will be ready for opening in the 
Autumn. 
Wandsworth.—By 23 to 14 votes the Borough Council decided that 
the Libraries Committee be instructed to take the necessary steps for 
causing the obliteration of all betting news and tipsters' advertisements 
from the newspapers supplied to the Public Libraries of the borough. 

Westminster.—January 1st, was selected for the Sunday opening of 
the City's Public Library in St. Martin's Lane, but as the event was 
little known, and the hours were limited (6.0 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.) only 
some hundred or so of people attended, and few books were required 
from the reference shelves. We shall watch the experiment with interest 
during the trial period of three months. The large majority of the 
Metropolitan Borough Libraries are open for a short period on 
Sundays. 

Mr. Niven of the Mitchell Library, Glasgow, has been appointed Sub
librarian of the Johannesburg Public Library, of which Mr. Cadenhead 
is the chief. 
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THE BOOK SELECTOR. 
○ ○ ○ 

[This department is designed to meet the requirements of Librarians 
and other Book-buyers, who are aided in book-selection by brief 
descriplive notes on the contents, form and scope of new publications. 
The notes are compiled so that they can be used as catalogue-entries as 
well as aids to practical book-selection. Occasionally, short reviews are 
added, when the nature of the books seems to call for them. When 
no note is made as regards Indexes, it will be understood that one 
is supplied, or that the book is not in a form to require an index, 
Publishers will oblige by sending the prices of books intended for 
notice in this column.] 

Anson (W. S. W.). Mottoes and badges of families, regiments, schools, 
colleges, states, towns, livery companies, societies, &c , British 
and Foreign, with translations into English of the Foreign 
examples. London: G. Routledge & Sons, Ltd. [1904]. (64°.) 
8°, 4", pp. 192. Price is. net. 

A useful volume of Routledge's Miniature Reference Library, 
clearly printed, and containing about 2,500 mottoes of all kinds, with 
occasional notes, as well as explanations and translations. 

Boccaccio. The Decameron, or ten days' entertainment. London: 
Chatto & Windus, 1904. 8°, 6¼", pp. xxxii. + 556. Port. Price 
2s. net. in cloth, 3s. net. in leather. 

This handy and complete edition of the "Decameron," is a 
reprint of the translation issued some years ago with an introduction 
by Thomas Wright. It is without this preliminary matter, or the illus
trations by Stothard, but is in every other respect complete. As this 
excellent translation has been out-of-print for some time, it will be 
welcome to many librarians and book-lovers. 

Bronte. Wuthering Heights, by Emily Bronte, pp. 334. Agnes Grey, 
by Anne Brontë, pp. 191. Poems by the Bronte Sisters, pp. 162. 
London: T. Nelson & Sons [1905]. 8°, 6¼". Front. Price 
2s. net. 

Another volume of the New Century Library, on thin paper, 
containing the completion of the works of the Bronte sisters. 

Brownell (L. W.). Photography for the sportsman naturalist. New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1904. 8°, 8", pp. xx.+ 312. Illust. 
Price 8s. 6d. net. 

Practical directions for nature photography, including animals, birds, fish, 
flowers, trees, &c, with chapters on apparatus and methods. 

A handsome and well-illustrated American work on the art of 
photographing animals and plants in their habitats. It is a very inter
esting book from the natural history as well as from the practical side, 
and, in these days of realistic biological photography, it should find a 
place on the library shelves, in company with Kearton and other 
nature photographers. 
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Cellini (Benvenuto, 1500-1571). Autobiography. Translated by 
Thomas Roscoe. London: George Newnes, Ltd., 1904. 8°, 
6¾", pp. viii.+ 572. Port. Price 3s. 6d. net. 

A reprint, in Newnes' well-known series of thin paper classics, of 
the life of the celebrated Florentine artist, silversmith, and swash
buckler, which Roscoe translated in 1822. It is a clearly printed and 
dainty edition, well suited for private libraries and collectors. 

Cooper (J. F.). The Pioneers, or the Sources of the Susquehanna, a 
descriptive tale. With illustrations by H. M. Brock. London: 
Macmillan & Co., Ltd., 1901. 8°, 7¾", pp. 456. Price 2s. 6d. 

The edition of standard novels, which Messrs. Macmillan com
menced some years ago, is being re-issued in cheaper form now, and 
recalls the fact that, as regards style, size, and durability, this series is 
undoubtedly one of the most suitable for Public Library purposes. 
Certainly no other version of Cooper's Leatherstocking Tales can 
equal this, and the " Pioneers" is a very good example of the set. 

Latham (Edward). A Dictionary of abbreviations, contractions, and 
abbreviative signs . . . London: G. Routledge & Sons, Ltd. 
[1904]. (64°.) 8°, 4", pp. ii. + 126. Price is net. 

A pocket dictionary of abbreviations, alphabetical and other, used 
in every profession. It gives symbols, as well as literal abbreviations, 
and is a most useful companion and supplement to the ordinary 
dictionaries of language. 
Mason (Daniel Gregory). Beethoven and his forerunners. New 

York: The Macmillan Co., 1904. 8°, 7¾", pp. viii. + 352. 
Ports. Price 8s. 6d. net. [No INDEX.] 

A series of papers tracing the influence of Palestrina, Haydn, Mozart, and 
others on the development of musical art, culminating in Beethoven. 

This critical and historical review of an important period in the 
evolution of musical art forms a useful addition to the Beethoven 
literature, which is so rapidly accumulating. It is written in a lucid 
and interesting style, and should form an excellent text book for students 
of music. 

Murray (David). Museums, their history and their use. With a 
bibliography and list of museums in the United Kingdom. 
Glasgow: Jas. MacLehose and Sons. 1904. 8°, 9" 3 vols. 
Price 32s. net. 

Contains an introductory account of early and modern museums, their 
policy, catalogues and uses, with an extensive bibliography of the literature of 
museums in vols. 2-3, divided into five sections—bibliography; museography: 
collection, &c., of specimens; catalogues and other works; travels and general 
literature. 

This important work is the most exhaustive and valuable contri
bution to the subject of Museums which has appeared for a long time. 
In many respects it is the only book which gives any information on 
certain aspects of modern museum work, and it will undoubtedly be a 
quarry for all future authors. Dr. Murray has not attempted to deal 
with the minutiae of museum arrangement, but he has written some 
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220 T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 

remarkably sensible and pointed remarks on English local museums 
and their usually featureless character, which should appeal to library 
authorities who are charged with the administration of such scrap-heaps. 
He is all for the educational idea, with scientific classification, intel
ligent and descriptive labelling, and other methods which are to be 
found ably illustrated and expounded in the Museums Journal. The 
bibliographical part of the work is a monument of patient and long-
continued research, and Dr. Murray's annotations and references are 
both frequent and accurate. Altogether the work is one which ought 
to have a place on the shelves of every Public Library and museum, 
and we have great pleasure in most heartily recommending a work 
which fills so completely a great void in the literature of Museums. 

Fumagell i (G.). Lexicum typographicum Italiae. Dictionnaire 
géographique d'Italie pour servir à l'histoire de l'imprimerie 
dans ce pays. Florence: Leo S. Olschki, 1905, pp. xlviii + 
588 + plates. Price 40 lire. 

It has been known for some time that Signor Fumagelli had in 
preparation a typographical gazetteer of Italy, and his great knowledge 
of, and his enthusiasm for, the subject, raised hopes that a really great 
work would be issued, commensurate with the position of Italy in the 
History of Printing. In the volume before us, it is not too much to 
say that these hopes have been entirely fulfilled. The author gives us 
first a general introduction on Printing in Italy, dealing en passant with 
the Castaldi myth of the Italian invention of. the art, and giving a 
general view of its development and progress throughout the peninsula. 
Paper-making and the early use of lithography are also dealt with. An 
abstract is given of the statistics of the trade from the latest figures 
available, and an article on the authorities concludes the introductory 
matter. 

The Dictionary itself is in alphabetical order, and each place is 
dealt with in the following manner. The vernacular place-name 
followed by Latin, French, and other equivalents, the division and 
province where situated. The date of the introduction of printing 
a short sketch of the subsequent history, varying in length from a 
paragraph to articles of many pages in the case of great cities, notes of 
official documents, authorisations, & c , and, finally, the latest informa
tion from the official volumes of statistics, giving the number of printing 
offices, presses and workmen employed. There are many illustrations 
added, facsimiles of the first productions of the press, portraits of 
printers, typographical marks, autographs, and many others. 

The complete bibliography has' never yet, and, we believe, never 
will be compiled, and the working out of the more obscure presses in a 
gazetteer of this description is more or less (generally more) a matter 
of chance than anything else. The author has been remarkably suc
cessful in his search, and we are only able to add a few notes, and 
those not of much importance (some of them, we are afraid, also of 
rather doubtful authenticity), to his list. 
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Ascoli Piceno, p. 16. Tibaldesco (C) . Manuale judicum.—Asculi 
MDCXXXI. Sumptibus Marci Salvioni. 

Balestrino, p. 24. Palmistae lyrici parafrasis lyricae in Psalterium 
Davidis Regis, &c. Two parts.—Balestrini, Typis Earth. 
Merelli, n.d. [License dated 20th September, 1686.] 

Benevento, p. 32. 2nd press. Concilium pra. Beneventarum quod 
Vinc. Maria O. Praed, habuit ao 1693.—Beneventi, typogr. 
Archiep. 1693. 

Bergamo, p. 33. 2nd press. Seneca, Tragoediae X.—Excussa 
Bergami Praelis Marci Antonii Rubei. MDLII. 

Biella, p. 36. Armo (G. F.). De vesicae, &c.—Bugellae, 1550. 
[No printer's name.] British Museum. Regulae Baldi, &c. 
—Bugellae Apud Cassianum Mondellam. 1572. 

Bracciano, p. 50. Insalata Mescolanza di C. G. D'Ogobbio.— 
I. Bracciano per And. Fei. MDCXXI. 

Codogno, p. 89. Maffaei Card. Barberini (Urban VIII.) Poemata. 
—Cotonei apud Alexandrum et Io. F. Bazachios, 1628. 

Corigliano Calabro, p. 98. Dottor G. Amato, Crono-istoria di 
Corigliano-Calabro.—Corigliano Calabro, tip. del Popolano, 
1884. Bib. Nat., Paris. 

Frascati, p. 165. The British Museum has a copy of Belli's work 
on the Gregorian chant, but dated 1788 instead of 1778. The 
imprint is " I n Frascati MDCCLXXXVIII. Nella Stamperia 
dello stesso Seminario. 

Pozzuoli, p. 317. Aug. de Angelus: Tract. theol. de immac 
concept. Puteolis typis haer Canilli Canalli, 1661. 

Recanati, p. 322. Angelita: I Pomi d'Oro.—Ricanati, 1607. 
Sorivoli. Salice (G. A.) Discorsi. T. Faberij, 1627. 
Terra nova, p. 412. Tavole genealogiche di vari sovrani d'Europa. 

—Terra Nuava, a spese di Favino'Biscoti, 1789. 
We can only add that the book is an absolute necessity to anyone 

engaged in cataloguing of any kind. The tables at the end include 
indexes to the Latin and other forms of the place-names, names of 
printers, and a chronological list showing the order of the introduction 
of printing into the various places. A classified list of the illustrations 
concludes the book. The plates are excellently produced, the large 
facsimiles of the Roman press especially. 

The fact that the book is in French and not in Italian must 
increase its circulation in this country. We cordially recommend every 
library to add it to the reference shelves. 
Catalogue L. Riche et précieuse collection de livres à figures des 

15e et 16e siècles soigneusement décrits et mis en vente par 
Leo S. Olschki. Avec 166 facsimiles, une table des matières et 
une table alphabétique des auteurs, pp. 604. Florence: Leo 
S. Olschki, 1900, 8°. Price 15 lira. 
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222 T H E LIBRARY W O R L D . 

Monumenta typographica. Catalogus LIII. Primordii artis typo-
graphicae complectens editiones quae apud equitem Leonem 
S. Olschki bibliopolam Florentiae exstant, ab eo accurate des-
cribuntur pretiisque appositis venumdantur, pp. 498. Leo S. 
Olschki bibliopola. Florentiae, 1903, 8°. Price 20 lira. 

Monumenta typographica. Catalogus LVII. [Supplement to No. 53], 
pp, 98. Florentiae: Leo S. Olschki, bibliopola, 1904, 8°. 
Price 5 lira. 

These volumes are as little like booksellers' catalogues of the olden 
time as anything can be, and are not very typical of the bookseller's 
catalogue of to-day. There are very few men in Europe who are able 
to put forth volumes such as these as indexes to their stock. The 
enormous increase in the interest of bookbuyers for rare and illustrated 
books of the 15th and 16th centuries has led to (or, shall we say, 
has followed?) an increase in descriptive and illustrated cataloguing, 
which shows a very great advance on anything previously issued. The 
change first showed its head in England, when Mr. Voynich led the 
way by issuing catalogues in which all books were fully and biblio-
graphically described. His rivals were not far behind him, however. 
In both Germany and Italy the improvement is very noticeable. The 
catalogues under notice are perhaps the finest ever issued by a book
seller. In point of illustration and fulness of description they are 
ahead of anything of their kind. The "Monumenta" is really more 
of a contribution to the bibliography of incunabula than a mere 
catalogue. There are described in it 1,385 books, arranged under 
presses, with the following indexes:— 

1. Index of Authors. 
2. Index of names of printers. 
3. List of the Hain numbers. 
4. List of books unknown to Hain. 
5. List of Classical Editiones principes. 
6. Index of Illustrations. 
7. List of books with illustrations. 
S. Chronological list. 

The supplement adds 262 books to this total, also indexed fully. 
Apart from these special Catalogues, Mr. Olschki issues catalogues of 
his general stock. One, now in process of publication in parts, will 
total some 800 pages, with author index and facsimiles. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
○ ○ ○ 

CATALOGUES. 
Brooklyn Public Library. Books for Boys and Girls: approved by 

the Brooklyn Public Library for use in its Children's Rooms. 
44 pp. 8° 1904. 

Primarily for the use of branch and children's librarians as an aid 
to requisitioning books for their children's rooms. It is not a com
plete catalogue of juvenile books in the library, and is not intended 
for use as a finding list in the hands of the children. The list is 
graded to a certain extent by marking with an asterisk all books 
especially desirable, and with a " C " those suitable for very young 
children. Entries are cut down to the author's surname, a brief title, 
and publisher. The list is classed in broad divisions, and at the end 
is given a " Reference Collection for the Children's Room." 

Patent Office Library. Subject List of Works on the Fine and 
Graphic Arts (including Photography), and Art Industries. 
•374 pp. 8° 1904. Price 6d. 

Arranged in alphabetical order by subjects, and with the books in 
each subject arranged chronologically. A key to the classification of 
headings is appended. This list comprises all the features made 
familiar by previous ones, and quite maintains their high level. 

Woolwich Public Library. Catalogue of Books in the Lending 
Department of the Plumstead Library. ix. + 302 pp. 8° 1904. 

Compiled on similar lines to the catalogue of the Woolwich 
Library, and, like it, a good specimen of the dictionary catalogue. An 
extensive use is made of different styles of type to distinguish large and 
small subject headings, and the various kinds of entries. No annota
tions are given, but contents are set out in some cases. 

BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 
Library of Congress. Select List of Books (with references to 

periodicals) relating to the Far East. Compiled under the 
direction of Appleton Prentiss Clark Griffin, Chief Bibliographer. 
74 pp. 4° 1904. 

Similar lists on:— 
Banks and Banking. 55 pp. 4° 1904. 
Budget of Foreign Countries. 19 pp. 4° 1904. 
Germans in the United States. 32 pp. 4° 1904. 
Immigration. 76 pp. 4° 1904. 
Popular Election of Senators. 39 pp. 4° 1904. 
Proportional Representation. 30 pp. 4° 1904. 
Railroads in their Relation to the Government and the 

Public. 72 pp. 4° 1904. 
Recognition in International Law and Practice. 18 pp. 

4° 2904. 
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224 T H E L I B R A R Y W O R L D . 

Check List of Large Scale Maps published by Foreign Govern
ments (Great Britain excepted). Compiled under the direction 
of Philip I ee Phillips, Chief of Division of Maps and Charts. 
116 pp. (one side only). 40 1904. 

The publications of the Library of Congress are now too well known 
to need any introduction. Under existing circumstances, to prepare 
and publish one of these lists would be as much as most British libraries 
could d o ; so that we can but envy, and be thankful that at least the 
United States Government are far-seeing enough to encourage this kind 
of work. 

Coming back to the lists, if an improvement were possible, it 
would be the addition of a subject index. At present the references to 
books are arranged under authors, and references to periodicals chron
ologically; an author index is supplied. There are, however, numerous 
divisions of a subject upon which information might be wanted, and 
under the existing arrangement it would be necessary to read through 
the entire list to get everything. 

The check list of maps has been prepared with a view to showing 
the deficiencies of the Library of Congress collection, in order that files 
may be completed. 

BULLETINS. 
Accrington. Public Library and Technical School Journal. 

Oct . -Dec , 1904. Gratis. Opens with library notes and news. The 
Mechanics Institution has presented a site, thus fulfilling Dr. 
Carnegie's condition. A three page note on the Library Association 
Conference is included. Lists of additions to the lending and reference 
departments, with brief annotations, come next, and the number 
concludes with a note on John Gault as a " forgotten Author," and 
others " On Matters Educational." 

B r o o k l y n : Public Library and Pratt Institute. Co-operative 
Bulletin. Dec, 1904. Gratis. The Pratt Institute portion contains a 
novel feature. It is devoted to a " Christmas List," and consists of a 
list of books suitable for Christmas presents. It is classified, and 
publishers and prices are supplied. The books themselves are on 
exhibition at the library. 

Croydon. The Reader's Index. Jan.-Feb., 1905. Price 1d. 
Mr. James D. Stewart contributes a review of the principal additions in 
each class during the past year. Then follow the usual annotated lists 
of additions to the lending and reference departments. The special 
feature of the number is a new department called "The Teacher's Note-
Book," conducted by Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers. Its object is thus 
stated: " T o promote co-operation between the work of the schools and 
the libraries of the Borough. To this end we shall attempt to interest 
teachers in the current literature of their profession by giving in each 
number of the library magazine a brief notice of recent books added of 
importance to them; a list of the principal articles on educational 
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subjects appearing in the magazines and reviews provided in the 
Reference Library and Newsrooms; and notes of such other topics as 
may be of value and interest." 

In this number it consists of a causerie on newly added books 
having special reference to physiology and psychology in education; a 
fully annotated list of articles in periodicals; and an account of the 
recently established school libraries, besides miscellaneous notes. The 
title-page and index to volume six are supplied with the number. 

Nottingham. Library Bulletin. Jan., 1905. Price ½d. Contains 
a "Literary Calendar" for January, the usual lists of additions, a short 
list on " Football", and the second part of another on Foreign Missions. 
There is a noticeable improvement in this bulletin upon which the 
Nottingham authorities are to be congratulated. 

St. Louis. Monthly Bulletin. Dec , 1904. This bulletin is one 
of the best coming from America. The present issue contains an 
annotated list of additions, an annotated reading list on "The City 
and Its Problems," and a short list of "books for Christmas T i m e ' 

REPORTS. 
Longton, thirteenth report, 1903-04. Stock, 11,761 volumes; 

borrowers 1,481; volumes issued 49,757 (lending 47,518, reference 
2,239), last year 46,810. In March, 1904, Mr. Herbert Walker resigned 
his position of librarian after a service of eleven years, and the present 
librarian, Mr. Joseph Hobson, was appointed. A collection of pottery, 
illustrating the staple industry of the district, has been started. There 
has been an increase all round in the use of the library. 

THE LIBRARY PRESS. 
○ ○ ○ 

I N the January number of the Library Assistant, Mr. H. G. Sureties 
makes " An appeal to Mr. Carnegie." His point is the familiar 
one, that instead of erecting small libraries in localities where the 

rate is insufficient for their adequate support, it would be better to help 
libraries already established in the clearing off of loans and thus to aid 
them to more efficient work. Mr. F. J. P. Burgoyne continues his 
paper on " T h e Display and Filing of Periodicals." Notes on the 
Library Association classes and on library journals, and notes and 
comments complete the number. 

The December Library Association Record is the best number we 
have seen for some time. It opens with Mr. E. A. Savage's paper on 
" T h e Principles of Annotation." His text is that an annotation should 
be an abstract of the character and individuality of the book catalogued. 
Therefore, annotations should be confined to explanation and descrip
tion, and criticism left out altogether. There are two appendices to the 
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paper. The first consists of a code of instructions in annotation with 
numerous examples. The code is exceedingly elaborate, and is valuable 
as being the only thing of its kind. The second appendix is a 
" Memory Table for Annotating Non-Fiction Books." As it is short 
we reproduce i t : 

1. Qualifications of author, editor or compiler. 
(a) Argument. 
(b) Relation of book to subject. 

2. Subject Special point of view or purpose. 
Special features: matter not covered by 

title. 
3 Editing, method and scope. 
4. Appendices, glossaries, & c , of special value. 

(a) Amplification or explanation of imprint. 
(b) Authorities. 
(c) Source of book, if published serially ororally 

before. 
5. Bibliographi- (d) Basis of work, e.g., new work founden on old 

cal Details work. 
(e) Date of original publication, if book is im

portant. 
( f ) Sequels. 
(g) Index (note absence in important cases). 

The next paper is on " T h e Selection of Current Periodicals" by 
Mr. James Duff Brown. Mr. Brown enters a strong plea for a much 
more comprehensive field of selection than is in vogue at present, and 
insists upon the need of making the periodicals supplement the books 
in the general library collection. The paper, it will be remembered, 
was read in connection with the exhibition of the World's periodicals 
held at Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The "Best Books of 1903 " are repre
sented by the following lists: History, by Mr. T. W. Lyster; Useful 
Arts, by Mr. H. V. Hopwood; Biogiaphies in English, by Mr. H. R. 
Tedder; Travel, by Mr. J. R. Boose; and Fiction, by Mr. E. A. Baker. 

To the current Folkbiblioleksbladet, Gustaf Stridsberg contributes 
the first part of an article on Rudyard Kipling, for whom he seems to 
have no small admiration. Axel Hirsh reviews current Swedish litera
ture, and G. H . von Koch writes on co-operative literature. The most 
interesting article in the number is one by Haakon Nyhuus on the 
St. Louis conference. Many re\iews of books, and notes on current 
events, besides a few short articles, complete a very good number. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 
○ ○ ○ 

T H E LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

TH E third sessional meeting of the Library Association was held at 
20, Hanover Square, on Monday, January 16th, when, owing to 
the severe weather, only a small attendance of members was 

registered. Mr. C. T. Davis, of Wandsworth, was called to the chair, 
and the following papers were read:— 

State Aid to Public Libraries. By T. E. Maw, King's Lynn. 
Indexes Wanted, By Walter Powell, Birmingham. 

A brief discussion ensued, and the writers were thanked for their 
papers. 

The next meeting will be held at 20, Hanover Square, on Monday, 
February 20th, when two papers will be read:—"Some aspects of the 
work of Henry Bradshaw," by C. F. Newcombe; and "The Golden Age 
of Book Illustration," by R. K. Dent. 

BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
THE forty-sixth Meeting of this Association was held at Wolver-

hampton on Wednesday, December 14th. There was a good 
attendance of members, and after visiting the Art Gallery (where 

a special loan collection of paintings was on exhibition) they adjourned 
to the new Free Libiary and inspected the new building and its 
arrangements. 

The members were entertained at tea by Councillor Jones (chair
man of the Free Library Committee), and afterwards a delightful paper 
was read by Mr. James Turner, on Shakespeare's " As You Like It ," 
illustrated with selections from the play, very effectively rendered. 
After the paper came a discussion, introduced by Mr. R. K. Dent, on 
the Bespeaking of Books in Public Lending Libraries. The discussion 
was taken up with spirit on both sides, but had to be postponed owing 
to the exigencies of railway-time. Mr. Elliot briefly described his 
system of displaying the remarkably extensive selection of Newspapers 
and Periodicals in the Reading Rooms. These are all fastened to their 
respective desks, without reading covers, a method which came in for 
some criticism, although it was admitted that it was one which gave a 
very orderly appearance to the rooms, and had the further advantage of 
allowing of more exact indication in the List of Periodicals of the 
whereabouts of each paper and magazine. A cordial vote of thanks 
was accorded to Mr. Councillor Jones for his generous hospitality, and 
to Mr. Elliot for the excellent arrangements which he had made for his 
meeting. 
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LIVERPOOL LIBRARY OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION. 
T H E first Annual Meeting was held, by the courtesy of the 

Committee, at William Brown Street, on the 9th January, the 
members and lady friends being entertained to tea by Mr. 

Cowell, F.R.H.S., the President and Chief Librarian. Later in the 
evening Mr. Cowell delivered an instructive and entertaining lecture 
on " Old Liverpool," illustrated by rare views of many of the historical 
spots of the town. The Meeting proper was presided over by Mr. 
William Hewarth, Chairman of the Association, and the following 
Officers were elected to serve during the current year:—Mr. W. R. 
Wild, hon secretary; Mr. I. C. Hewarth, treasurer; Messrs. R. C. 
Beathe, J. Davison, W. C. Hewarth and F. J. Taylor, committee. A 
pleasant feature of the proceedings was the presentation of a dressing 
case and an umbrella, subscribed for by about fifty old boys, to Mr. 
Thomas Formby, who has recently retired from the position of deputy 
librarian, after many years' service. The Association now numbers 
ninety members. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
○ ○ ○ 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS. 

To the Editor of T H E LIBRARY WORLD. 

Sir,—Last year the Library World published some articles by Mr. 
James Duff Brown, which were of very great value to students of 
librarianship. I refer, of course, to the Annotated Syllabus for the 
Systematic Study of Librarianship, since published in pamphlet form—a 
work that ought to be in every assistant's library, yes and in every 
librarian's library. 

One part of the syllabus was not fully treated, viz., that referring 
to translations into English, of the works of great foreign authors. 
After having given some time to that department I am not-suiprised 
that the writer confessed that it bristled with difficulties, still, it is an 
impoitant part of the syllabus, and one worthy of much attention. 
Couldn't the Library World endeavour to help assistants and librarians 
by seeming contributions on the subject? Men like Mr. Brown and 
Mr. A. W. Pollard would be able, if willing, to assist in this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

STUDENT. 
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